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The Use of Statistics 


Every once in a while we come across a news- 
paper article which seems to prove a point we have 
been trying to make for same time. When we see such 
a story we say to ourselves, "Here it is." We 
will use the information in this newspaper story 
to convince the people with whom we have been talking 
that our heretofore unsupported assertions are 
correct. Not infrequently, however, we find that 
the opening paragraph may prove our point but that 
@ more careful analysis of the story, and particu- 


larly of the hidden facts, may disprove what we — 


are trying to show. Shall we resist the tempta- 
tion of using a half truth in order to be able to 
prove our point? 

Here is an example. We have a recent newspaper 
story which points out that Washington's ten lead- 
ing downtown department stores did a million dollars 
less business in December, 1951, than they did in 
December, 1950, "and the experts figure tt was due 
to the big new suburban rivals which opened last 
fall." 

Here is the proof we needed when meeting with 
& group of industrialists, merchants and public 
officials in a western city. "Here is what is hap- 
pening throughout the United States. Here is proof 
that you'd better do something about it." 

The same article contains a chart which shows 
that the central city in 1940 represented 48.2% 
of the total assessed valuation, whereas in 1952 
the central city represented only 41.2%. That 
certainly is bad - except for the fact that the 
central city in 1940 represented an assessed valua- 
tion of $583,000,000 and an assessed valuation in 
excess of $800,000,000 in 1952, an increase in the 
twelve year period of about 37%. So our figures 
standing alone, while startling, don't prove very 
much. 

The downtown stores which have lost business 
apparently have picked up business in their outly- 
ing suburban stores. If their profits have increased 
it doesn't matter very much where the business was 
done. It is only if there has been a lessening in 
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profits between the combined stores that they have 
to really worry. We have decided not to use the 
opening statement without a great deal more investi- 
gation. 


Traffic Practices 


One of the things we intend to investigate some- 
day is how much of the loss of business in downtown 
centers is caused by the short-sightedness of downtown 
property owners and by current traffic engineering 
practices. There seems to be a current theory that 
the pedestrian is a pariah. He should be tolerated 
only if he doesn't get in the way of vehicular 
traffic. He should be given the least considera- 
tion. The latest stunt is to make it impossible 
for a pedestrian to cross an intersection on a 
green light, He must wait through a red cycle, a 
green cycle, until there is a third light which 
permits him to walk. He is given a generous twelve 
seconds in which to try to beat his way across the 
street, after having waited, let us say, ninety 
seconds for the traffic in both directions. The 
theory behind this seems to be that a vehicle wish- 
ing to mke a right turn has precedence over a group 
of pedestrians wishing to cross the street to do 
some shopping. After teaching pedestrians during 
the last quarter of a century that the green light 
means "go" we are now trying to teach them that it 
means "stop." After telling pedestrians that they 
should cross an intersection at right angles, we are 
now telling them that they may cross on the diagonal 
- if they can make it across on the diagonal in the 
time allowed to them. Interestingly enough, pedest- 
rians like this idea. It gives them the feeling 
that they are able to violate a law in a legal man- 
ner. It's a good trick, if you aren't old and de- 
crepit. 

One of the ways of reversing the trend away 
from the central district (and we repeat, only one 
of the ways), is to give the downtown streets back 
to the pedestrians, at least wntil such time as it 
becomes the common practice to drive an automobile 
into a department store to purchase a pair of nylons. 
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EDITORIAL (CONT'D.) 
Are You Looking for a Planner? 


These are days of great shortages in planning 
personnel. Last month's News Letter carried more 
than a page of planning jobs, and that page didn't 
list all the jobs that have come to our attention. 
Some of the better paying jobs, the $8,000, $10,000 
and even $15,000 category, have not been advertised, 
although a search is under way in an attempt to find 
candidates for these positions. 

In spite of the shortage, it is apparent that 
some of the personnel agencies in the United States 
have not yet learned how to undertake a recruitment 
program. The following quotation is from a letter 
received from a planner who had not difficulty getting 
& job. Following our suggestion, he made inquiry in a 
midwest city. "I went through the complex rigamarole 
they require, but eventually became disinterested, due 
largely to their uninviting downright antagonizing 
recruitment and follow-up procedures." 

Any city which thinks it can get a competent 
planner by merely advertising and waiting for the 
applications to come in is likely to be doomed to 
disappointment. The applications will come in - do 
not mistake me - but not infrequently it will be 
found that one or more of the applicants is not 
available when that particular city gets ready to 
make up its mind. A city which diddles, a city which 
fails to acknowledge applications, a city which 
refuses to make a decision for a period of months, 
is quite likely to find that its first, second and 
third choices may not be available when decision 
time has been reached. It is very apparent that 
positive and militant recruitment is required these 
days and that those cities which are happiest about 
their choice are usually those which have gone out 
into the country, located the man they wanted, made 
an immediate deal and put him to work. (WHB) 


THEY AIN‘T GOT NONE (ZONING ORDINANCE) 


The Morris County Board of Freeholders (in New 
Jersey) asked each of the county mmicipalities for 
two copies of the zoning ordinance and mp, as well 
as a copy of the master plan and its by-laws. The 
Clerk of the Board reported receiving the following 
reply from Jefferson Township: 

"lady, it is with a heart filled with sorrow, 
and a soul borne down with grief, that I must inform 
you that you are not going to get even one copy. 
On account - you see - we haven't any zoning or- 
dinance and map; we ain't got a master plan (and 
I doubt if even Washington itself has one for the 
current-day situation, so don't go pointing de- 
risive fingers at us), and we wouldn't know a by- 
law if we saw one. The revised statutes are just 
about all we can keep up with at present, and half 
the time we don't do that. 

“Sorry, but it's just no soap. Try something 
easier, like a nice anti-trailer ordinance, say - 
or something zippy in the line of disorderly persons, 
or maybe the control and feeding of junk dealers 
or junk yards. 

"But a zoning ordinance - thunder!" 
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PROPOSALS FOR NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES POLICY 


The President's Water Resources Policy Commis- 
sion has forwarded to the White House a draft of 
legislation to establish a national water resources 
and related land conservation policy. The proposed 
legislation is drawn from the second of three re- 
ports submitted by the Commission, "Water Resources 
Law," released in February, 1951. The Commission's 
draft legislation proposes the following action: 

(1) establish up to 15 river basin commissions 
to coordinate the water and land resources develop- 
ment work of existing federal agencies; 

(2) provide for state and local participation 
through establishment of advisory committees for 
each basin commission; 

(3) set up a federal board of review to co- 
ordinate the functions of the basin commissions and 
prescribe uniform standards of evaluation, authori- 
zation and reimbursement and insure uniform imple- 
mentation of the national water resources policy; 

(4) provide for the preparation and year by 
year maintenance of a twenty year advance program 
for each commission, utilizing existing specialized 
federal agencies for necessary surveys and studies; 

(5) provide an orderly procedure through which 
commissions must seek authorization for water re- 
source undertakings in their territories, includ- 
ing the holding of hearings; provide also for a 
standard form of investment appraisal statement 
which must accompany each commission request for 
aut horization; 

(6) provide for the preparation and submission 
to the board of review by each basin commission of 
an annual resource budget for the board's adjustment 
and consolidation of such budget into the national 
resource budget; 

(7) set forth general principles governing 
plans for securing maximum reimbursement, not in ex- 
cess of cost, from primary and secondary beneficiaries 
of federal resource projects and activities; 

(8) provide for transfer of all revenues from 
resource projects and activities into the federal 
treasury. 

The legislation would utilize water resources 
and related land assets for the following purposes: 
conservation of all watershed lands; cmtrol of floods 
and use of flood water; improvement of navigation; 
land reclamation through irrigation and drainage; 
development, generation, transmission and disposal 
of electric power; development and improvement of 
domestic, municipal and industrial water supply; 
control of pollution, sedimentation and salinity; 
preservation of fish and wild life resources; and 
development of recreational opportunities. 

Methods by which all of these purposes could 
be accomplished and the financial and other problems 
involved were dealt with in detail in the other 
two reports of the commission, "A Water Policy" and 
"Ten Rivers." 

The Bureau of the Budget is studying this pro- 
posed legislation and also the recommendations of 
various other federal agencies on possible water 
resources legislation. It is expected that the 
President will formulate final proposed legislation 
for transmission to this session of Congress. 
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PROPOSED CITY PLANNING BUDGETS 


San Francisco: The City Planning Commis- 
sion has proposed a budget of $258,093 for the 
next fiscal year, July 1, 1952 ~ June 30, 1953. 
The new budget is $98,650 higher than for the 
fiscal year ending Jume 30, 1952. The proposed 
budget includes the sum of $75,000 to be al- 
located for civic center development plans. 

Washington, D.C.: The proposed budget 
for the National Capital Park and Planning 
Commission for the fiscal year 1952-1953 is 
$108,200. The Commission had asked for $133,100. 
Estimated expenditures of the planning com- 
mission in the current fiscal year 1951-1952 
are in the amount of $99,800. 


1952 NATIONAL PLANNING CONFERENCE 


Arrangements are under way for the Netional 
Planning Conference to be held in Boston next Oc- 
tober. Cooperating with the local Boston com- 
mittee will be a number of planning agencies 
throughout New England. Some of the special 
events planned for the conference are a visit 
to the new shopping center development in Fram- 
ingham, located about twenty miles from Boston; 
possibly a boat trip to be scheduled as a Sunday 
evening pre-conference event; and, if a suf- 
ficient number of members would be interested, 
a two-day post-conference tour through the White 
Mountains. 

The ASPO Board of Directors will begin soon 
to determine the conference program and speakers. 
Suggestions from the members are welcome. 


SLUM CLEARANCE IN PUERTO RICO 


(1) The construction of Puerta de 
Tierra Public Housing project is 
started on grounds previously 
occupied by "Riera & Miranda 
Slum." 


San Agustin Housing Project was 
built on a site previously oc- 
cupied by crowded substandard 
houses. 


(3) "La Coal" slum before clearance 
was started. 


(4) Puerta de Tierra Housing Project 
already occupied by same of the 
families moved from "La Coal" 
slum. 


(5) "La Coal" slum in which clearance 
has almost been completed. 











PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


"Authorities for the Financing and Adminis- 
tration of Public Improvements" is the subject 
of the February PIANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Infor- 
mation Report. Special authorities for the in- 
provement of port districts, transportation 
facilities, school structures, and for the pro- 
vision of off-street parking, produce markets, 
municipal airports, sewage and water systems, 
are becoming increasingly common throughout the 
United States. The report critically evaluates 
some of the advantages and disadvantages of the 
authority technique and emphasizes the need to 
relate authority development programs to the long- 
range plan for capital improvement in the area. 
References both in the general field of author- 
ities and in the operation of specific agencies 
are included in a bibliography. 











HARVARD RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 


The Department of Regional Planning at Harvard 
University has announced a research fellowship in 
city planning amounting to $1,000 for the academic 
year 1952-53. The fellowship will be awarded to 
an applicant who may be expected to receive the 
Master in City Planning degree within two years. 
Application forms may be obtained from the Secretary 
of the Graduate School of Design and should be re- 
turned before April 1, 1952. For further inform- 
tion write to Professor W. L. C. Wheaton, Chairman, 
Department of Regional Planning, Hunt Hell, Harvard 
University, Cambridge 38, Massachusettes. 


SYRACUSE PARKING & TRAFFIC SURVEY 
THE NUMBER OF PASSENGER CARS PARKED/LENOTH OF TIME PARKED/TRIP PURPOSE 
(8:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. - Weekdays - August, 1951) 











: 
———_—aea 2 
LENOTE OF TIME PARZED ; Percent : BUSINESS : Percent : Percent 
1 Percent 
Less than 15 Minutes : 25 t 32.5 “ae : 26 
15 - 29 Minutes : W.7 + 1.5 + 4&7 + 11.6 
30 - 59 Minutes : 22 + 18.5 s 6.3 3 17.7 
1 Er. - 1 Br. 59 Minutes : 18.6 + 16 1 le : 16 
2 Er. - 2 Br, 59 Minutes : 6.9 + 5.9 swe: 6 
3 Br. - 3 Br. 59 Minutes : 4.6 1 3 - 26 + 4.5 
& Er. - & Br, 99 Minutes ; 3 p »@ + 52 + 2.8 
5 Er. - 5 Br. 59 Minutes ;: 1.8 + le 1 & . 
6 Er. - 6 Br. 59 Minutes : 1.1 Pid ae ¢ 3 
7m. - 7B. 99 Minutes : .6 : iS 1 68 +: Ls 
8 mr. - 8 Er, 59 Minutes : = 5 + 17 : 16 ia 
9 Hours and Over t+ 5 t 2.3 : 178 : 6.7 





AVERAGE TIME PARKED + 1.5 Bre.: 1.4 Bre.: 5 Ers.: 2.2 Ere, 





Source: ‘TRAFFIC AND PARKING IN THE CENTRAL DISTRICT, Syracuse, N.Y. 


20 


PLANNING GROUP FORMED AT BROOKLYN COLLEGE 


Although there is no department of city plan- 
ning at Brooklyn College, a group of students have 
formed an undergraduate organization to promote 
the study of city planning through extra-curricula 
activities and study programs. Calling themselves 
"The Brooklyn College Town Planning Group” the stu- 
dents held a school-wide membership drive last month. 
Two advanced senior seminar courses are being planned. 
The group is being assisted by Charles S. Ascher, 
Chairman, Department of Political Science. 


NATIONAL FORESTS MAKE PROFIT 


National forests paid $56,147,342 into the 
United States treasury in the fiscal year 195l. 
This is 17 million dollars more than was spent to 
protect and manage them during that time. 


FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 


The Association of State Planning and Develop- 
ment Agencies will hold its Seventh Annual Conference 
at the Hotel] Nicollet in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
June 15-18. The conference theme will be "The Role 
of the States in National Productivity, Defense 
Preparedness and Natural Resources." Sessions will 
be devoted to discussion of the economic future of 
the United States, state and municipal industrial 
financing plans, changing world market patterns, 
tourism, current production problems, changing pat- 
terns in the iron and steel industry, and the re- 
sponsibility of the United States in the world today. 





The 2lst Congress of the International Federa- 
tion for Housing and Town Planning will be held in 
Lisbon from September 20th to 27th, 1952. The Con- 
gress will be devoted to the following min themes: 
urban land policy} relation of dwelling type and 
plan to layout of residential quarters; housing in 
tropical climates; long-term reconstruction. 





The fourth meeting of the Interamerican Congress 
of Municipalities will be held in the city of Monte- 
video, Uruguay, February 1-15, 1953. 





The Second National Air Pollution Symposium will 
be held May 5th and 6th, 1952, at the Huntington 
Hotel, Pasadena, California. 





PLANNERS AVAILABLE FOR SUMMER MONTHS 


If you will want planning assistance dur- 
ing the summer months, please advise us in- 
mediately. There is currently a very great 
shortage of planners and we assume that students 
available for summer work will be grabbed up 
in a hurry. 

In addition to students, several faculty 
members at planning schools, with a consid- 
erable amount of experience in planning and 
redevelopment, will be available for summer 
employment. 
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Ardmore, Pennsylvania: Lower Merion Town- 
ship Planning Cammission. Two Associate Planners. 
Salary $4,000 - $4,800. Qualifications: college 
degree, plus at least three years experience in a 
responsible planning position or a combination of 
experience and graduate work in planning or re- 
lated field. To assist in a comprehensive plan- 
ning program in 4 growing suburban community. 
Write to C. C. Stone, Secretary-Planning Engineer, 
Lower Merion Township Planning Commission, 75 E. 
Lancaster Avenue, Ardmore, Pennsylvania. 





Cincinnati, Ohio: Redevelopment Planner. 
Salary $5,421 - $5, Qualifications: degree 
in city or regional planning or related field. 
Two years of experience in city planning or ur- 
ban redevelopment. Ability to meet the public 
essential. Primarily a technical rather than 
an administrative position. Write to Charles H. 
Stamm, Assistant to the City Manager in Charge 
of Urban Redevelopment, Room 331 City Hall, Cin- 
cinnati 2, Ohio. 


Clayton, Missouri: St. Louis County Plan- 
ning Commission. Junior Planning Technician. 


Salary $4,200 - $6,000. Qualifications: degree 








POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


in city planning, landscape architecture, archi- 
tecture or engineering. Some experience desir- 
able. Write Eugene Baughman, Planning Direc- 
tor, St. Louis County Planning Commission, Court 
House, Clayton 5, Missouri. 


on, Ohio: Assistant City Planner. Sala- 
ry $3,800 - $5,044 depending on experience and 
qualifications. Qualifications: -master's de- 
gree in planning, or bachelor's degree in plan- 
ning plus one year of experience in a municipal 
planning office; or a degree in an allied field 
with two years of experience. Write to Robert 
A. Flynn, Planning Director, City Plan Board, 
530 Municipal Building, Dayton 2, Ohio. 





Dayton, Ohio: Montgomery County Planning 





Commission. Senior Planner. Salary $5,000 - 
$5,500. Qualifications: degree in planning, 


economics, architecture or civil engineering 
with experience in subdivision and zoning ac- 
tivities. 

Associate Planner. Salary $5,000. Quali- 
fications: degree in planning, civil engineer- 
ing or architecture. Should be able to pre- 
pare perspective and line drawings. Experience 
in planning and zoning activities. Work in land 








CONFERENCE ON JOBS - METROPOLITAN PHILADELPHIA 


Believing strongly that the whole community 
benefits when well-trained planners come to work in 
an area, the Philadelphia Housing Association, on 
February lst, held a Conference on City-Planning 
Jobs in Metropolitan Philadelphia. 

Prospective 1952 (February and June) graduates 
of planning schools east of the Mississippi were in- 
vited. Following a historical sketch of the estab- 
lishment, functioning, and inter-relationships of 
the planning agencies operating in and near Phila- 
delphia, representatives of eleven organizations, 
both official and private, presented their programs 
and described their available planning jobs - some 
25 positions ranging in salary from $3,600 to $6,000 
per year. At the end of the meeting the applicants 
made appointments with agency representatives for 
interviews during the evening or the next day. 

The Philadelphia Planners Group, an informal 
organization of plamners, presented an off-the-rec- 
ord discussion of redevelopment in the evening. 
The speakers were Carl Feiss and Hans Blumenfeld. 

Twenty-three students from the following schools 
attended: University of North Carolina, Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology, Columbia, University 
of Michigan, Harvard, Rutgers, and Illinois Insti- 
tute of Technology. There was, in addition, a scat- 
tering of non-student applicants. 

It is still too early to know how many po- 
sitions were filled as a result of the meeting, but 
the idea was so cordially received that the Associa- 
tion may hold such conferences regularly, in June, 
after examinations, and in January, before classes 
start after Christmag vacation. 


use and park and recreational studies. 

Write to A. E. Suro, Executive Director, 
Montgomery County Planning Commission, 16-18 
North Ludlow Street, Dayton 2, Ohio. 


Norristown, Pennsylvania: Southeastern Re- 
gional Planning Commission. Director. Salary 
$6,000. To be responsible for public relations, 
regional highway plan, population study, economic 
base study, analysis of recreational needs and 
development standards for population density. 
Qualifications: city or county planning expe- 
rience, education in planning or related fields. 

Assistant Director. Salary $4,500. Quali- 
fications: similar to that for director, less 
experience needed. 

Write to W. H. Shelton, Chairman, Southeast - 
ern Regional Planning Commission, Norristown Times 
Herald, Markley, Ann to Airy Street, Norristown. 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Metropolitan 
Consultant. Salary $4,500. Qualifications: de- 
gree in plaming, public administration or re- 
lated fields. Ability to write clearly and 
quickly. Belief in importance of citizen parti- 
cipaticm and understanding of educational methods. 
To be responsible for the citizen housing and 
planning program of a Commmity Chest agency in 
four metropolitan counties; to render technical 
services to citizen advisory committees, arrange 
meetings, furnish technical information, give 
speeches and write press releases, pamphlets, 
etc. Write to Dorothy 5S. Montgomery, Managing 
Director, Philadelphia Housing Association, 1717 
Sansom Street, Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. 
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PERSONALS 


Paul Dulaney, formerly with the Knoxville Hous- 
ing Authority, has been named director of the Urban 
Redevelopment Commission of Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina. 


William I. Goodman, who was formerly senior 
planner with the Detroit City Plan Commission, and 
who recently received his master's degree in plan- 
ning from MIT, is serving as resident planner in 
Hartford, Connecticut, for the consulting firm of 
Adams, Howard and Greeley. 


Ernest W. Henderson, former city planning di- 
rector of Logan, Utah, has left his position to seek 
& master's degree in the School of City and Regional 
Planning, University of California. 


A. C. Kayanan, who has beenserving as planning 
and housing consultant and social affairs officer 
for the United Nations, has been appointed planner 
and director of the redevelopment division of the 
San Juan Housing Authority in Puerto Rico. He will 
also serve as consultant to the Puerto Rico Planning 
Board. 


Aaron Levine, who was formerly senier planner 
in charge of redevelopment for the Philadelphia City 
Planning Commission, has been appointed area con- 
munity planner for the west and southwestern states, 
Housing and Home Finance Agency. 


William H. Ludlow, formerly principal redevel- 
opment planner for the San Francisco Redevelopment 
Agency, has been appointed consultant to the Puerto 
Rico Planning Board. He will work on plans for 
urban redevelopment projects in Puerto Rican cities. 


Frank T. Martocci, who has been acting as plan- 
ning consultant for the Puerto Rico Planning Board 
since 1946, has resigned and has returned to the 
United States, where he will serve as a planning 
consultant. 


Jack Meltzer, formerly with the Housing and 
Redevelopment Coordinator of the City of Chicago, 
has joined the staff of HHFA's Division of Slum 
Clearance and Urban Redevelopment, as field repre- 
sentative stationed in Chicago. 


Wesley L. Peterson is now serving as planning 
director of the Planning and Zoning Commission of 
Logan, Utah. 


J. Ben Rouzie, graduate of the Department 
of City and Regional Planning of the University of 
North Carolina, joined the staff of the City Plan- 
ning and Zoning Commission of the City of New Or- 
leans as assistant city planner in November 1951. 


The staff of the Urban Redevelopment Division 
of the Boston Housing Authority consists of the 
following persons: Kane Simonian, chief of urban 
redevelopment; William Johnson, administrative as- 
sistant on public relations; James Urich, real es- 
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tate consultant; Henry Chambers, coordinator of 
field activities; Leonard F. Hubbard, chief plan- 
ner; Peter H. Nash, senior planner; Henry Sucher, 
senior planner; Leo T. Young, city planning assis- 
tant; George B. Johnson, city planning assistant. 
John T. Howard is serving as planning consultant. 


Robert VanHoef, planning assistant on the staff 
of the City Planning Commission of Muskegon, has 
been called to active duty as a Lieutenant in the 


Army, with an assignment to American Military Govern- | 


ment. 





ZONING DIGEST 


The March ZONING DIGEST discusses sixteen 
zoning cases. Among the subjects are the follow- 
ing: lot size may not be decreased; swimming 
pool is accessory use in a residential district; 
county may not disregard city zoning ordinance 
in building of sewage disposal plant; rezoning 
from residential to commercial upheld; set-back 
line, shall the minimum or the maximum apply?; 
school cannot be prohibited by zoning ordinance; 
vested interest cannot be obtained in nonconform- 
ing use which violates a private restriction; 
eminent domain zoning not nullified by subsequent 
police power zoning ordinance; county zoning up- 
held in Wisconsin; town may not rescind county 
zoning ordinance. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 











Subdivision: Planning Commission Need Not Hold 
Heari Before Approv Same in Baltimore. 


Feldman et al. v. Star Homes, Inc. et al., 
Court of Appeals of Maryland, December 7, 1951, 84 
A. 2d 903. This suit was an objection to a sub- 
division plat approved by the Baltimore Planning 
Commission. Twenty two-story semi-detached dwell- 
ings were to be erected upon the land. The streets 
provided for were apparently cul-de-sac streets. 
The bill alleged that the city planning commission, 
in violation of the Baltimore city charter, approved 
the subdivision plat without a public hearing. The 
city charter, in the section dealing with the plan- 
ning commission, provides for the adoption of a mas- 
ter plan, and official detailed.plans for particular 
areas. It provides that after the preparation of 4 
preliminary detailed plan for a given area, and after 
a public hearing thereon, the commission may adopt 
an official detailed plan. Section 114 of the chart- 
er provides "the adoption of an official detailed 
plan shall not, however, be deemed the opening or 
establishment of any street or the taking of any 
land for public purposes, but solely as a designa- 
tion of the location shown thereon for future acqui- 
sition for public use pursuant to the law in such 
cases made and provided.” 

Section 116 authorized the commission to regu- 
late and supervise the development of subdivisions. 
Section 119 provides that after the approval by the 
commission of a subdivision plan, the street shown 
thereon shall have the status of a street shown on 
an official detailed plan. 

No official detailed plan had been adopted for 
the area in question. The court held it clear, there- 
fore, that Section 112 was not applicable. The court 
held further that there is nothing in the provisions 
dealing with subdivision plans that requires notice 
» of a public hearing. 
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, Urban Redevelopment Held Unconstitutional in Kansas. 
i. Redevelopment Authority of Kansas City v. 

State Corporation Commission, State exrel. Fatzer, 
Attorney General, v. State Corporation Commission 
> et al., Supreme Court of Kansas, October 24, 1951, 
| 236 P. 2d 782, The Redevelopment Authority of the 





city of Kansas City, Kansas, sought a writ of man- 
damus against the State Corporation Commission to 
compel the commission to make and promulgate cer- 
tain rules dealing with the condemnation of land 
and the power of the authority to issue notes. In 
the other action, the attorney general brought an 
action in quo warranto against the commission and 
the authority alleging unconstitutionality of the act. 
The original Urban Redevelopment Act of Kansas, 
adopted in 1943, authorized cities of the first 
class with a population in excess of 110,000, to 
create urban redevelopment corporations as agencies 
of the state to undertake the clearance and recon- 
struction of substandard and blighted areas. 
. In 1951, the act was amended to provide for 
the creation of redevelopment authorities in cities 
having a population of more than 125,000, and less 
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than 150,000. The amendments conferred upon the 
Redevelopment Authority the rights and powers con- 
ferred by the original act on redevelopment corpor- 
ations. 

The constitution of the state contains the 
following clause: "All laws of a general nature 
shall have a uniform operation throughout the state; 
and in all cases where a general law can be made ap- 
plicable, no special law shall be enacted; and wheth- 
er or not a law enacted is repugnant to this pro- 
vision of the constitution shall be construed and 
determined by the courts of the state." 

The court was of the opinion that for many 
purposes, the classification of cities according 
to population is a natural and proper one. 

Under the 1943 act, it would have applied to 
Wichita and Kansas City. The 1951 act applied only 
to Kansas City. The court was of the opinion that 
the attempted classification was not uniform in 
operation, and was special legislation thus con- 
trary to the constitutional provision. 


Signs: City Has No Absolute Right to Prohibit the 
Erection of Overhanging Signs. 


Marshall et al. v. City of Louisville et al, 
Court of Appeals of Kentucky, December 21, 1951, 
244 S.W. 2d 755. Plaintiffs have attacked the 
validity of two sign ordinances of the city of Louis- 
ville. One of the ordinances provides that no sign 
except an electric illuminated sign shall project 
over any public way of the city; the sign must con- 
form to the electric code of the city; the sign mst 
be illuminated until 10:00 P.M. at least six nights 
per week; no permit for a sign will be issued until 
an electric permit for connection has been obtained. 

Plaintiffs are the owners of a parking lot in 
the city of Louisville. They proposed to erect a 
sign over the sidewalk advertising the parking lot, 
but since the parking lot will not be occupied at 
night, object to the provision requiring them to 
have the sign lighted. 

Their action was dismissed in the lower court 
on a demurrer. 

In reversing the decision of the lower court 
the court of appeals said that the city seeks to 
justify the ordinance, not under the police: power 
or under the power to control the use of the streets 
for travel, but on the theory that the city has ab- 
solute ownership of the area occupied by the streets 
and has the unqualified power to prohibit any en- 
croachments upon the street area. 

The court said, "....we must conclude that the 
city has no absolute right to prohibit the erection 
of overhanging signs by abutting property owners, 
and that such signs may be prohibited or regulated 
only under the police power or under the power to 
control the use of streets for travel." 








The Supreme Court of Wisconsin in a decision to be 
reparted in the Zoning Digest has held that a township 
cannot rescind its approval of an adopted County Zon- 
ing Ordinance. 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 
It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 
of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for 
distribution. 


Planning Literature 


THE BOOK OF THE STATES 1952-1953, Volume Ix. The 
Council of State Governments, 1313 E. 60th Street, 
Chicago 37, Illinois; Frank Bane, Director. 740Opp. 
illus.tables. $7.50. (This biennial publication is 
indispensable to anyone interested in state and ter- 
ritorial problems. In addition to an extensive di- 
rectory of state officials, it contains numerous 
tables covering laws, constitutional provisions, fi- 
nances, administrative organization, etc. The Book 
of the States again carries a special section on state 
planning and development. ) 


INDUSTRIAL MOBILITY IN MICHIGAN. A Sample Survey of 
Michigan Manufacturers. Survey Research Center, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. December 
1950. T7pp.tables. (An interesting study dealing 
with the potential shift of industry from Michigan. 
One main chapter gives the reasons why Michigan in- 
dustries are considering moving out of the state. 
Another main chapter deals with the advantages and 
desirable characteristics of Michigan locations for 
manufacturing. ) 


TRENDS IN THE GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION OF SUPPLIERS 
OF SOME BASICALLY IMPORTANT MATERIALS USED AT THE 
BUICK MOTOR DIVISION, FLINT, MICHIGAN. G. Rex 
Henrickson. Institute for Human Adjustment, Horace 
H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies, University of 


Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan. 1951. 62pp.mimeo. 
maps,tables. $1.00. 
GENERAL CITY PLAN, KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE. City Plan- 


ning Commission, City Hall, Knoxville, Tennessee; 
George S. Tate, Chairman. November 1951. Various- 
ly paged,illus.maps,charts,tables. 


OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN - AN ECONOMIC BASE STUDY. J. W. 
Alexander. Bureau of Business Research and Service, 
404 Sterling Hall, University of Wisconsin, Madison 
6, Wisconsin; W. D. Knight, Director. 1951. 72pp. 
tables,maps,graphs,charts. $1.15. 


AN INTEGRATED STREET SYSTEM FOR OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN. 
City Planning Commission, City Hall, Oshkosh, Wis- 
consin; Vernon D. Irish, Planning Director. 32pp. 
maps ,tables,illus. 


REGIONAL PLANNING IN SOUTH AFRICA. Lectures, Uni- 
versity of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, 1951. 
M. J. Mitchell, Cavendish Chambers, Jeppe Street, 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 34pp. 


WEST CARROLL PARISH RESOURCES AND FACILITIES. West 
Carroll Parish Development Board and State of Loui- 
siana, Department of Public Works, Capitol Building, 
Baton Rouge, Louisianas J. Lester White, Director. 
1l4pp.illus.mps,tables ,charts. 


COMMUNITY STUDY GUIDE - "HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR 
COMMUNITY?" A Close-up View of Your Community. 
Mell H. Atchley, Assistant Professor, Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Florida. 4lpp.charts,graph. 
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THE MIAMI CONSERVANCY DISTRICT. Arthur E. Morgan. 
McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 330 W. 42nd Street, 
New York 18, New York. 1951. ‘SOlpp.illus. $6.50. 
(In March, 1913, the Dayton, Ohio, area was hit by 
a terrific flood from the Miami River. Instead of 
resorting to a short-term, stop-gap measure, the 
community - after a great deal of discussion and 
after engineering studies, created the Miami Conser- 
vancy District. This is the complete story of what 
is probably the outstanding flood control develop- 
ment in the country.) 


"OPERATION BOOTSTRAP” IN PUERTO RICO. 
Progress, 1951. Stuart Chase. Published by Nation- 
al Planning Association, 800 2lst Street, N.W., 
Washington 6, D. C. September 1951. 72pp. $1.00. 


ANNEXATION, GOVERNMENTAL AND FUNCTIONAL CONSOLIDA- 
TION, AND CITY PLANNING. Board of Public Land Con- 
missioners, 155 E. -Kilbourn Avenue, Milwaukee 2, 
Wisconsin; Elmer Krieger, Executive Secretary. 1952. 
llpp.mimeo. 


PRELIMINARY REPORT ON INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITY FOR THE 
CHESTER AREA, 1939-49. City Planning Commission, 
City Hall, Chester, Pennsylvania; W. Charles Hogg, 
Jr., Chairman. 1951. 53pp.mimeo.tables,graphs. 


SUMMARIES OF LOCAL REDEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS, Series 
II. Division of Slum Clearance and Urban Redevelop- 
ment, Housing and Home Finance Agency, Washington, 
D.C. February, 1952. 22pp. 


PARKING IN THE NEWARK CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 1951. 
Bureau of Municipal Research, 605 Broad Street, 
Newark 2, New Jersey; Henry W, Connor, Director. 
January, 1952. 4kpp.mimeo.tables,map. 


LOOK TO TOMORROW TODAY. St. Louis County Planning 
Commission, Court House, Clayton 5, Missouri; Joseph 
D. Murphy, Chairman. 1951. 4lpp.illus.meps. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


Annual Report on Long Range Planning. Brookline 
Planning Board, Room 26, Town Hall, Brookline 46, 
Massachusetts; Gorham Dana, Chairman. 1951. 22pp. 
tables ,graphs. 


Annual Report. 1951. Erie County Planning Board, 
City Hall, Buffalo, New Yorks; Leon W. Paxon, Chair- 
man. l15pp.maps,charts. 


Report of the New Castle County Regional Planning 
Commission, Room M16, County Building, Wilmington, 


Delaware; W. Albert Haddock, Chairman. 1951. 53pp. 
mimeo.maps, tables ,graphs. 
Planning the Wichita Metropolitan Area. Annual 


Report of 1951. Wichita and Sedgewick County Plan- 
ning Commissions, 302 City Building, Wichita 2, 
Kansas; J. Thoms Vie, Planning Director. Unpaged, 
illus.mps,charts,tables. 


Report of § 
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